75th Minnesota FFA Convention

“Experience the Dream”

April 25-27, 2004
Reflections

On Sunday, April 25, 2004, the 75th Minnesota FFA Convention began with the Talent Show and Reflections Program at Northrop Auditorium on the University of Minnesota – Twin Cities Campus, East Bank.  Mr. Andy Daberkow and Ms. Larissa Brune were the Talent Show Hosts.  The Talent Show started at 5:30pm.  Partway through the Talent Show, the 2004-2005 Minnesota State Officer Candidates introduced themselves.  After all the talent acts were finished, the 2003-2004 Minnesota State Officers presented the Reflections Program, with special appearances by Mr. Joel Larsen, State FFA Advisor, and Mr. R. James Ertl, State FFA Executive Secretary.  The Reflections Program used the theme of “A Christmas Carol”.  Following Reflections, National Western Region Vice President Casey Hogan shared his enthusiasm with the audience. Finally, the 2004 State FFA Talent CDE winners were announced.  The State Champion was John Larkie of the Houston FFA Chapter, who wrote and sang an original song entitles, “The Land of the Red, White, and Blue”.  Congratulations to all Talent Show entries.

First General Session

Monday, April 26, 2004, started off bright and early with the First General Session in CECC Room 135.  The 2002-2003 State Sentinel Adam Stegemann and State Reporter Kristie Ploehn entertained the crowd with FFA cheers before the session opened.  At 8:30am, 2003-2004 State President Kristyna Schultz opened the session.  State Sentinel Dawn Luhmann chaired the session.  Vice President Eric Sawatzke gave an invocation and Sentinel Luhmann reviewed the FFA Code of Conduct.  Tyler Bettin, the Minnesota State Pork Ambassador from Truman, MN, gave remarks, followed by Dr. Roland Peterson, Professor and Head of the Division of Agricultural, Food, and Environmental Education at the University of Minnesota, who reflected on some of the changes over the past 75 years.  Dr. Peterson told members that, “the future of FFA is up to you.”


Everyone enjoyed the next speaker, State Treasurer Ken Deal, as he gave his retiring address, “True You”.  He encouraged FFA members to be true to themselves.  

Congratulations to two new Minnesota FFA chapters.  The Lyle and Clearbrook Gonvick FFA Chapters received their charters.

Humorist Al Batt gave the keynote address and emphasized the importance of persistence.  

President Schultz resumed the duties of the chair and the session was adjourned at 9:20am.

Second General Session

President Schultz called the Second General Session to order at 10:35am in CECC Room 135.  State Reporter Mary LaValla chaired this session and State Secretary Megan Kappers called roll, as this session was a business session.  There were 164 delegates present, representing 88 chapters.  Tae Vander Kooi, Princess Kay of the Milky Way, from Worthington, MN, brought greetings from the dairy industry.  


The first item of business was the approval of the 2004 Minnesota FFA State Degree Candidates.  Sally Halverson of the Stillwater FFA Chapter moved to approve the candidates, Lucas Shostrum of the GFW FFA Chapter seconded, and the motion passed.  There were no proposed Constitutional amendments.  Congratulations to the 137 chapters in good standing.  


Anne Bjerum, Region VI President, of the Mt. Lake FFA Chapter, gave the Development of Leadership Structure Committee report.  The committee moved, with an implied second, to accept the report.  The motion passed.


Amy Weilenburg, the Region II President, of the Long Prairie Grey Eagle FFA Chapter, reported the Support Groups and Partners Committee recommendations.  The committee moved, with an implied second, to accept the report.  The motion passed.


Region VIII President Steve LaValla, from the St. Charles FFA Chapter, reported from the Membership Development Committee.  The committee moved, with an implied second, to accept the report, and the motion passed.


The Committee Chairs, Ms. Rachel Kohlman, Mr. Adam Stegemann, and Ms. Suzanne L. Rethemeier, respectively, were thanked for their efforts.


State Secretary Megan Kappers gave her retiring address, “Right Now,” and urged FFA members to, “Live your life right now”.  


Mr. Tim McNamara of AgStar Financial Services gave the keynote address.  He reflected on his FFA experiences and advised members to, “Seek purpose in your life, live to serve others, look for chances for growth, and experience your dream.”


President Schultz returned to the chair and adjourned the session at 11:44am.

Leadership Luncheon

Ms. Suzanne L. Rethemeier and Mr. Jeff Nelson hosted the Leadership Luncheon, held on Monday, April 26, at 11:45am in the CECC Courtyard Room.  Ms. Raquel Lacey Nelson, a past National Officer, gave remarks.  Regional winners in the Creed, Prepared Public Speaking, Extemporaneous Speaking, Parliamentary Procedure, and Novice Parliamentary Procedure CDEs were recognized.  Regional Advisors were also recognized and thanked.  The Minnesota Agricultural Education Leadership Council and Minnesota FFA Foundation sponsored the Leadership Luncheon.

Third General Session

Members had time to finish eating at the Leadership Luncheon and then scoot over to the Third General Session, held in CECC 135.  Again, Adam Stegemann, this time with the 2002-2003 State Secretary Jillian Becker, roused the crowd before the session.  The session was brought to order at 1:15pm by President Schultz.  Mr. Arnold Rethemeier of the Perham FFA Chapter was the Acting Advisor and Vice President Eric Sawatzke chaired the session.  Ms. Anne Bjerum, the Minnesota Beef Queen, of Mt. Lake, gave greetings, and Mr. Robert Thell, the 1978-1979 Minnesota FFA State President shared the importance of setting goals and asking others for help.


State Sentinel Dawn Luhmann gave her retiring address, “The Power Within You”.  She charged members with the task of believing in themselves and spoke of the significance of believing in yourself.


Dr. Richard Joerger, Associate Professor of the Division of Agricultural, Food, and Environmental Education at the University of Minnesota, announced the winners of the Agri-Science Awards.  Congratulations to all the winners and to the Agri-Science Students of the Year.  Sangeetha Gummadi and Hannah Von der Hoff, both of AFSA FFA, were announced as the Reserve and Overall Agri-Science Student of the Year, respectively.


State Reporter Mary LaValla shared a special message in her retiring address, “A Garden of Choices”.  “The most important thing is to believe in yourself,” said Mary, and hopes FFA members will, “feel the sunshine on your shoulders.”


Carl Anderson, the Region III President, of the Rocori FFA Chapter, told the audience of a special initiative.  The Rays of Hope Memorial is being constructed in memory of Seth Bartell and Aaron Rawlings of the Rocori High School, who passed away in September of 2003.  Aaron was an FFA member.  All assistance in creating this memorial will be greatly appreciated; please help make this endeavor possible.


The Agri-Entrepreneurship Awards were presented by Mr. Darrell Hartle, Division of Agricultural, Food, and Environmental Education at the University of Minnesota.  Congratulations to Megan Minten, New York Mills FFA Chapter, who was named the Reserve Overall and to Amanda Bothen, of Montevideo, who earned the Overall Agri-Entrepreneur Award.  


Ms. Cathy Wurzer, Minnesota Public Radio and Twin Cities Public Television, delivered the keynote address.  She gave a bit of insight into a reporter’s job and encouraged everyone to risk; to take chances.  “The greatest hazard in life is to do nothing,” Cathy said, and that, “only the person who risks can be free.”


The session was adjourned at 2:37pm.

Annual Awards Night

The Minnesota State FFA Band performed before the Annual Awards Night, which began at 6:30pm in Northrop Auditorium.  President Schultz hosted the Awards Night.  Sentinel Luhmann gave an invocation, and Mr. Josh Hein, of the Lake Park Audubon FFA Chapter, sang the national anthem.  Vice President Sawatzke introduced special guests present.  Congratulations to the eight recipients of the Honorary State Degree.  Mr. John Larkie, State Talent CDE winner, performed his song, “The Land of the Red, White, and Blue”.  Treasurer Deal announced the recipient of State Star in Placement.  Congratulations to Erin McCoy of the Tracy FFA Chapter.  


Throughout the year, a great deal of support is given to the State Officers by a group of people who receive little recognition.  The State Officers introduced their families, awarded their parents the Honorary State Degree, and thanked this special group of people for continued support and encouragement.


Next the State FFA Chorus entertained the audience with two songs, and then Mr. Casey Hogan, National Western Region Vice President, addressed the audience with the message of, “From I’ll Never to I Can”.  He said, “When you have a goal and people say you can’t, turn around and say, ‘I can’.”  


The State Officers recognized another group of people who have played an important part in their lives and influenced them: their advisors and school administration.  Mr. Steve Koziolek, Chair of the Minnesota FFA Foundation, delivered a few remarks and affirmed that the Foundation believes in FFA members and the future of the agricultural industry.  He then announced the members of the Foundation Board of Directors.


In honor of the 75th year of Minnesota FFA and the contributions that individuals have made to Minnesota FFA over the past 75 years, the Minnesota FFA Hall of Fame was established.  The inaugural class is comprised of 75 individuals who have made positive impacts on Minnesota FFA.  Congratulations and thank you for your tireless efforts to improve our organization.


State Reporter LaValla announced the Proficiency Award winners.  Congratulations to all the recipients and excellent work with your SAEs!


The State FFA Band performed again, and then State Secretary Kappers announced the State Star in Entrepreneurship candidates.  Congratulations to Bret Butterfast of the Howard Lake-Waverly-Winsted FFA Chapter!  


On to the final award of the evening: State Degrees.  The Region Presidents announced the recipients for the Minnesota State Degree from their respective regions.  Congratulations to the 276 recipients!  


Awards Night finished at 9:20pm and was followed by the Minnesota FFA Dance sponsored FarmHouse Fraternity, held in the Northrop Auditorium lobby.  

Fourth General Session

Instead of past State Officers energizing the crowd before the Fourth General Session, two current members and two State Officer Candidates took the stage.  Members Boone Hawley, Milaca FFA, and Jay Harrison, AFSA FFA, along with State Officer Candidates Dolly Menze, Minnewaska Area FFA, and Jeff Buyck, Tracy FFA, led cheers.  President Schultz called the session to order at 9:02am.  Acting Advisor was Mr. Jeff Gabrielson of the New London Spicer FFA Chapter, and Session Chair was State Secretary Megan Kappers.  Dr. Ann Hill-Duin, Associate Dean of the College of Agricultural, Food, and Environmental Sciences, welcomed everyone to the University of Minnesota with a poem and challenged people to “look”.  Mr. Gene Hugoson, Minnesota Commissioner of Agriculture, also greeted the audience and noted some recent events.  

Mr. Al Withers, Executive Director of Minnesota Ag in the Classroom (MAITC) and Mr. Jeff Nelson, Student Representative to the MAITC Board, announced the recipients of the Ag Literacy Awards.  In third place, earning $100 and a certificate, was the Rocori FFA Chapter.  Rocori’s Ag Literacy program includes a children’s barnyard, farm safety education, and a “Seeds and 2nd graders” program.  In second place, received $200 and a certificate, was the Morris FFA Chapter, whose Ag Literacy program entails a mentor program that matches FFA members with 4th graders.  Taking first place and earning $300 plus a certificate was the Brainerd FFA Chapter.  Brainerd’s Ag Literacy program involves a mentor program with 3rd graders and tours of the Brainerd FFA’s farm.  The Brainerd FFA ties their Ag Literacy activities into graduation standards.


Members from the 1978-1979 Minnesota State Officer team were present and shared personal stories of how FFA impacted their lives.  They noted that, “It’s nice to be important, but it’s more important to be nice.”


President Schultz announced the recipients of the Chapter Challenge Award.  Congratulations to the following chapters: United South Central, Ada-Borup, Jackson County Central, AFSA, Foley, Sleep Eye, Howard Lake-Waverly-Winsted, Randolph, Sebeka, Norman County West, Lake Benton, and Madelia.


Vice President Eric Sawatzke motivated the crowd with his retiring address, entitled, “We’ve Got a Good Thing Going”.  Eric asked members to consider what would happen if each person found one other person to join FFA.  He said, “We here are experiencing the dream.  Now it’s our job to ensure others get to experience it for themselves.”


Mr. Gabrielson and Mr. Steve Koziolek, Chair of the Minnesota FFA Foundation, announced the winners of the Minnesota Chapter Exchange of Ideas.  In the Student category, Medford was third, Montevideo was second, and Perham was first.  In the Chapter category, Albert Lea took third place, Holdingford second, and Brainerd first.  In the Community category, Stillwater was third, Dassel-Cokato was second, and Montevideo was first.  Montevideo was awarded the Overall winner.  Congratulations to all chapters who participated.


Recording Secretary Kristie Ploehn and Parliamentarian Adam Stegemann were recognized for their assistance during Convention.


Treasurer Deal presented the 2004-2005 budget.  Boone Hawley of Milaca moved to approve, Jay Harrison from AFSA seconded, and the motion passed.  


Ms. Robin Kinney of the Minnesota Farm Bureau was the keynote speaker.  She delivered a message on the importance it is to “bloom where you’re planted”.  


President Schultz resumed the duties of the chair and adjourned the session at 10:37am.

Fifth General Session

For the audience’s pre-session viewing delight, the Proficiency winners powerpoint was shown and then a few past State Officers took over the stage.  State President Andy Klein, State Vice President Beth Lauwagie, and State Reporter Kristie Ploehn, all members of the 2002-2003 State Officer team, created enthusiasm in the crowd by leading cheers and FFA songs.  


The session was brought to order at 12:07pm by President Schultz.  Treasurer Deal chaired the session and opened with a poem that reviewed what had happened at State Convention so far.  Mr. Don Taylor, Vice President, and Ms. Karen Sibell, Chief Development Officer of the Courage Center, thanked chapters for their donations and introduced the Courage Camper of the Year, Katie McLaughlin of St. Paul.  Katie spoke of her activities at the Courage Center and why she liked it so much.  


State President Kristyna Schultz gave her retiring address, “Celebrate!”  She encouraged members to be themselves and not worry about living up to other people’s expectations.  “I need to live up to myself.  It’s time to start celebrating who we are and what we have.  You are who you are for a reason.”


The Minnesota FFA Foundation recognized and thanked the 106 chapters which donated to the Foundation.  The Top 10 National Chapter applicants were announced.  They are:

10: Zumbrota-Mazeppa

9: Litchfield

8: Kimball

7: Montevideo

6: Winona

5: Battle Lake

4: United South Central

3: Morris Area

2: Jackson County Central
1: Perham

Congratulations to all chapters who applied.


Mr. Mike Max, WCCO Sports, was the keynote speaker.  Mike emphasized hard work and perseverance as keys to success.  “If you want to be successful and you want to be happy, then be willing to work hard.  Never, ever lose that.  Tough times never last, but tough people always do.”


Challenges were presented by Mr. Casey Hogan, National Western Region Vice President, and Mr. Joel Larsen, Minnesota FFA State Advisor.  Casey assigned members three tasks: 1. Stay positive, 2. Talk FFA up, and 3. Never give up.  Mr. Larsen noted that we have faced challenges in the past, but we have continued to grow, and that we need to keep that tradition of growth.


The 2004-2005 Regional Presidents were introduced.  They are:

Region I: Lacey Hendrickx, New York Mills 

Region II: Stephen Funk, Sebeka

Region III: Dauline Menze, Minnewaska Area

Region IV: Sangeetha Gummadi, AFSA

Region V: Kayla Pearson, ACGC 

Region VI: Jill DeJong, Jackson County Central

Region VII: Rachel Dummer, New Ulm 

Region VIII: Vanessa Magnus, Byron 

Congratulations!  The retiring Region Presidents were presented with their retiring officer pins by Mr. Joel Larsen and Mr. R. James Ertl, State Executive Secretary.


Mr. Larsen and Mr. Ertl also recognized the retiring State Officers with the Milo J. Peterson Foundation Honoraria and retiring officer pins.  


As the 75th anniversary of Minnesota FFA marks a momentous occasion, past State Officers were asked to come onstage and be recognized for their part in Minnesota FFA history.  


After months of preparation, two days of interviews, and over three days of waiting, six new State Officers were ready to be inducted.  Mr. Andy Klein, Nominating Committee Chair, first recognized his committee members and then announced the 2004-2005 State Officers slate, comprised of:

President: Jeff Buyck, Tracy 

Vice President: Cara Soper, Glenville

Secretary: Crystal Fluegge, New Ulm

Treasurer: Steve Resler, Owatonna

Reporter: Rachel Wulf, Morris Area

Sentinel: Krystal Anderson, Albert Lea

The nominating committee moved and seconded to accept the slate.  The motion passed.  Congratulations to these newly elected individuals and to all the State Officer Candidates.  The 


The retiring State Officers closed the time capsule, which will be opened at the 100th Minnesota FFA Convention, and installed the newly elected officers.  State President Jeff Buyck took over presidential duties and adjourned the session at 2:24pm.

Submitted by

Kristie Ploehn

Convention Secretary

