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Current Ag
concerns

Central Region Vice-President, Bill
Hendricksen, Iowa, expressed in the
1990 June-July issue of New Hori-
zons his concern with the problems
facing agriculture; “Groundwater,
food safety, animal rights, agricul-
tural subsidies, trade barriers, gov-
ernment regulation, wetland classifi-
cation, biotechnology, growth hor-
mones — the list could go on forev-
er.” As FFA members, tomorrow’s
agricultural leaders, it is increasing-
ly important that we educate our-
selves, differentiate the facts from
the fiction, and take an active part
in seeking solutions at the individu-
al, community, national, and inter-
national level.

According to the spring 1990
issue of Update magazine, four
mainline current agricultural con-
cerns can be categorized as concen-
tration, food quality and safety, the
environment, and animal welfare.

This is a time termed the
“Age of Instant Gratification”

Concentration, meaning greater
control of an industry by a smaller
number of firms, will affect pricing
systems and increase vertical inte-
gration. The larger firm would have
greater ability to utilize new tech-
nology, decreasing the comparable
efficiency of old techniques. The
result may be that the smaller-sized
operation would have to lower pro-
duction costs to survive. This may
have an adverse effect on many
smaller communities and business-
es. Prime examples of concentration
are the poultry industry, grain mer-
chandising, machinery manufactur-
ers, processors of livestock, and
some areas of production agricul-
ture.

For food quality and safety to be
one of the four major concerns, two
things must be true. First, the con-
sumer must be concerned and sec-
ondly, he and/or she must have the
ability to detect that which is unde-
sirable in food. The concern for food

safety is incident-driven and the age
of information has raised everyone’s
awareness level. The result is
increased shock value per incident.
This age is also termed as the “Age
of Instant Gratification” — con-
sumers want convenient products
that are wholesome and healthy and
they want them now. Producers are
held directly responsible for the safe-
ty of the food.

A concern with air and water
will increase regulations on agricul-
tural production — what can be
used and amount of it. The result of
these environmental concerns may
result in price increases. Pressure is
on the agricultural sector to take
action. If it does not, manufacturers
and out-of-agriculture agencies will

be forthcoming in making crucial
decisions. This possibility is one of
the many reasons for the FFA’s
emphasis on leadership and commu-
nication skills. It is our desire to
make well-educated, purposeful deci-
sions important to the agricultural
sector.

A theme of cooperative action is
strengthening within the FFA
and other youth organizations

Animal welfare is the fourth con-
cern listed by Update. Again, the
result of many animal welfare
debates may result in increased pro-
duction prices. Any system which is
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Operation S.A\VE. -

The Farmer magazine is asking innovative farmers of all ages to send in ideas
that can save resources and protect the environment economically. Called,
“Operation S.A.V.E.” (Sustainable Agriculture that is Voluntary and Economical),
the project consists of a series of articles on topics ranging from efficient nitrogen
management to safe well-head design to chemical rate trimming, that can protect
farmers and water quality while saving money.

The Farmer will publish the best of the contributed ideas, giving agriculturalists
statewide a chance to share them. Those whose ideas are published in a column to
be called “Best of S.A.V.E.” will receive twenty-five dollars as a reward.

Addres

City.

State Zip.

Enterprise

Phone,

S.AVE. Tip

Mail your tip to:

Farmer Magazine
Operation S.A.VE.
7900 International Drive
Minneapolis, Minnesota 55425
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Concerns, continued

under some type of confinement will
be examined closely, and subject to
scrutiny. Now mentioned on the
animal welfare “black list” are some
poultry operations, veal, and pork.

Producers of the future will have
to be extra conscientious about keep-
ing prices down. “If they don’t, some-
one else will.” Marketing will also
require expertise. If the prediction
stands correct, the number of buyers
of ag products and input sellers will
decrease, thus production costs are
more likely to increase. If this
proves true, we may see an expand-
ing popularity for forward pricing
and paid-for marketers.

Although agriculturalists are
facing “a whole new Pandora’s box of
the ’90s,” (Hendricksen 40), there is
optimism within the FFA to tackle
these issues. A theme of cooperative
action is strengthening within the
FFA and other youth organizations,
largely due to extensive Earth Day
promotions emphasizing the need
for action on behalf of every individ-
ual, and recognition of the growing
need to consolidate within organiza-
tions and schools. Through educa-
tion and cooperation, we, as FFA
members, can increase our audience
and play an active role within our
community to increase agricultural
literacy in the general public.

In the words of Bill Hendricksen,
“Years from now, when students
learn about agriculture in the 21st
Century, history books will be filled
with the names of today’s FFA mem-
bers. These individuals will be
remembered as leaders and solvers
of the problems we now face.”

“Learning to Do,
Doing to Learn,
Earning to Live,
Living to Serve.”

FFA

A tradition

of service

FFA members make their motto
“Living to Serve,” a reality. Drives
for Courage Center began in 1953.
The project originated with the Free-
born FFA chapter. The corn drive
became one of the largest organized
youth service projects in the nation.

Although the FFA corn drive has
become tradition, many aspects have
changed. Modern harvesters have
eliminated much of the gleaning
work. Also, the rural scene now
includes fewer production agricul-
ture families. Donations are often
made in cash.

The FFA understands the need
to adapt. Recent years have not
always provided the farmer with
crop plentiful enough that the FFA
member is comfortable asking for
donations. If this is the case, chap-
ters are urged to search for alterna-
tives so no camper is denied the
experience because of lack of funds.
Fewer than one in ten campers is
able to pay the full cost of a stay at
one of the Courage Camps, but the
FFA's commitment to community
service is strong and will continue to
strive to meet the needs of and pro-
vide opportunities for children and
adults.

National FFA
scholarship

recipients

Congratulations to the following
FFA scholarship recipients:

Edric Funk, Sebeka, received
$1,000 from Farmer's Mutual Hail
Insurance, Iowa.

Miller Meester Advertising Inc.
recognized Michael Busch’s efforts
as FFA State Reporter, 1989-1990,
with a scholarship of $1,000. St.
James is Michael’s hometown FFA
chapter.

Also receiving $1,000 is Scott
Rahm, Foley. Scott’s scholarship is
sponsored by Wallmart.

Lewiston’s Scott Ellinghuysen is
the recipient of a scholarship donat-
ed by Rocky Roccoco’s pizza.

Receiving scholarships of $500
are Lorna Notsch of the Kimball
FFA chapter and Dale Pilzen from
Danube-Renville-Sacred Heart.
Lorna’s successes were rewarded by
Jaque Seed Co., and Dale’s by the
Livestock Marketing Association.

Congratulations go to all schol-
arship recipients with best wishes as
they continue their education, and a
sincere thank you is extended FFA
supporters who make these scholar-
ships and other opportunities for
youth leaders possible.

Congratulations to Sarah Iverson and Clay Kamann, pictured above with Mr. John
Thell. These two FFA leaders were the recipients of the Pat Thell scholarship. The
Minnesota FFA Association thanks John and Celeste, and the entire Thell family, for
their generosity, and notes the integrity, support, leadership, and love they have
provided youth striving to be their best, as was their son, Pat.
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State Leadership
Conference for
Chapter Leaders

Enthusiasm, laughter, learning, and
excellence was at a maximum at the
1990-1991 State Leadership
Conference for Chapter Leaders,
July sixteenth through the
twentieth. There were one-hundred
ten chapter leaders in attendance.
"Map your success" was the main
mission emphasized throughout the
week, noting that "sucess is a
journey, not a destination." The
conference participants explored
their own personality, agricultural
and FFA issues, communication and
leadership skills, creativity,
teamwork, and more. The success of
the conference was further amplified
by the

beautiful

facilities and
cooperative staff of the Deep Portage
Conservation Reserve, located near
Hackensack, Minnesota. We are so
pleased with the reserve and the
educational experience it offers that
the State Leadership Conference for
1991-1992 is scheduled to remain at
that site.

¢ “Drive Carefully”

The Minnesota State Automobile
Association has begun the “School's
Open — Drive Carefully” campaign.
Barbara Mittelstadt is the Traffic
Safety Coordinator. Advisors are
reminded to order their bumper
stickers to help insure the safety of
students as they travel to school.
This years logo is displayed to the
right.

¢ Kipp Wetzel is com-
modity marketing
champion

The commodity marketing activity
was a pilot program in three states
this year. Sitting in the pilot’s seat,
so to speak, was Kipp Wetzel, Sta-
ples, MN. Kipp was named both
state winner and overall winner for
the three states. Both he and his
advisor, Kerry Lindgren, are to be
commended for their foresight and
accomplishments. This activity sets
its participants on the leading edge
of the complex marketing industry
by examining and utilizing the lat-
est market tools.

¢ Chapter to be
selected for photo
contest

New Horizons magazine is sponsor-
ing its first “Trip to Kansas” photo
contest. One chapter from each state
will be designated by the state’s
executive secretary to be given a roll
of black and white film with which
they will photograph their trip to
Kansas City and then bring the film
to the newsroom in the Municipal
Auditorium when they arrive at the
convention. The best photos will be
published in the December-January
issue of New Horizons magazine.

¢ Austin FFA wins
national corn award

Myron Eichelberger and the Austin
FFA chapter took top honors in the
1990 National Corn Grower’s Associ-
ation Biodegradable Garbage Bag
Sale. The chapter received an award
of $250 from the NCG, $100 from
the Minnesota affiliate, and $100
from the Austin Chamber of Com-
merce. Congratulations to Myron
and Austin FFA members for their
ambitious efforts.

e Results from the

horse judging contest
Manna Pro Corporation sponsored
the 1990 horse judging contest, held
at the Scott County fairgrounds,
July twenty-sixth. Ten FFA chapters
competed. Congratulations to the
following winners.

The first place trophy in the horse
judging competition went to the New
Prage chapter. The Albert Lea team
placed second. Kimball's team took
third.

Denise May, New Prage, was the
individual champion. Nancy
Hinrich, Truman, was second place
individual. Mary Glisczinski, Belle
Plane, was the third place winner.

e Help create the state
scrapbook

To those FFA members who partici-
pated in the State Greenhand Lead-
ership Conference, State Leadership
Conference for Chapter Leaders, and
OATS: It would be greatly appreciat-
ed if you volunteered a copy of your
favorite photograph, banquet pro-
gram, or any other information you
would like to see included in the
state scrapbook. Send your memora-
bilia to Anne Wilfahrt at the address
listed within this publication. Please
be sure to include your name, home-
town chapter, and perhaps a caption.
Thank you for your cooperation.
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Greenhand
conference

by Donny Paulson, Belle Plain
Elected Conference Reporter

June 18th through the 22nd, the
State Greenhand Leadership Confer-
ence was held at Pilgrim Point,
Alexandria, Minnesota. The theme
for the week was, “FFA, the Winning
Ticket.”

Just as a winning lottery ticket
needs the right numbers, a leader
needs to posses certain concepts.
Each day the state officers presented
numerous sessions related to a topic:
Monday was attitude; communica-
tions was Tuesday; Wednesday, lead-
ership; careers and service on Thurs-
day; and on Friday we ended with
commitment.

We had flag raising and lowering
ceremonies, journal writing, reflec-
tions, and organized recreation daily.
During the week there was a softball
tournament, a talent contest, and a
speaking competition.

The talent contest was won by
the singing trio, Gina Heim, Tina
Stroul, and Jennie Degeorge. Tina
also won the speaking contest. The
conference speaker and winning tal-
ent performed at the banquet held
Thursday evening. The banquet was
conducted by the camp officers who
were nominated the day before by
fellow campers. Justin Solt was
elected President; Andy Bakken was
camp vice president; Stephanie
Ziems, secretary; Dave Barnett,
treasurer; Donny Paulson, reporter;
and Paul Schaffer, sentinel.

All week long we were in sus-
pense. State Officers constantly
referred to us as PWs, but no one
knew what the letters stood for.
Finally, on Thursday evening they
told us what PW meant. It means
“potential winner.” And that is what
we all are in everything we set our
minds to doing. We are all potential
winners. It was an excellent confer-
ence. I would suggest this camp to
all greenhands. Everybody met
many new friends and had a blast.

Linking MN
FFA’ers together
with “goal chain”

by Anne Wilfahrt, State Reporter

“Everything I really
need to know I
learned in kinder-
garten.” One of
those lessons was
how to make a sim-
ple chain with
strips of paper and
some staples. For
the state officers,
that simple lesson has
taken on a greater mean-
ing. As our team travels, serving our
1990-1991 term of office, we bring
with us strips of paper, staples, and

a strong belief in all FFA members,
our organization, and the benefits of
setting goals. On the strips of paper
we carry, we ask FFA members to
write their name and a least one
personal goal. We then create a goal
chain, linking together the leader-
ship, talents , skills, and goals of
FFA leaders across the state.

Our chain began at the State
Greenhand Leadership Conference
on white chain links. It grew longer
as all those who participated in
OATS wrote down their goals on red
links. Blue was the color used by
participants at the State Leadership
Conference for Chapter Leaders.

Our chain, now approximately
300 links strong, represents the
patriotic colors of our nation, and
the pride the FFA organization dis-
plays as it educates those who will
lead the challenges of tomorrow.

The chain will continue to grow
stronger as it accumulates the goals
of those who work at the Children’s
Barnyard at the State Fair, attend
Made for Excellence, have a state
officer visit their chapter, or partici-
pate in numerous other activities
reaching across the state.

My mailbox and I enthusiastical-
ly welcome any goal chain links that ~
you or your fellow chapter members
create. For it is my goal that every

FFA member includes him- or her-
self in this chain of goals.

I can personally think of no bet-
ter symbol to represent the people
and pride in our organization than
this goal chain. It symbolizes the
uniqueness, individuality, and

equality of each person, and yet each
link is a vital part of a larger chain,
supporting, and being supported by
those around it. This statewide goal
chain is truly magical because the
state officer team, our‘adult staff,
every advisor, supporter, and FFA
member, doesn’t view the chain as
made out of paper but, instead, com-
posed of the dreams, beliefs, aspira-
tions, personalities, and goals of FFA
members across the state. Therefore,
the “chain” is undeniably strong.
Our state-wide goal chain will be
displayed at the Minnesota State
Convention, April 28-30, 1991.

Speakers to
address National-
Convention

The list of convention speakers for
1990 contains Secretary of Agricul-
ture Clayton Yeutter; Joe Clark,
motivational speaker and former
high school principal; Rich DeVos,
Amway president; Zig Ziglar, moti-
vational speaker; Fred McClure,
special assistant to President George
Bush and National FFA Secretary
1973-74; and Jerry Johnston and
W. Mitchell. Convention dates are
November 8-10, 1990.
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“Welcom&
aboard,”
new
agricultural
educators

The following instructors will begin
their initial year of teaching in
Minnesota in the 1990-1991 school
year. Several positions remain
unfilled as of this writing.

Al Feldeverd, 1990 University of
Minnesota graduate and Melrose
native, will teach at Nicollet.

Marshall welcomes Jeff Stanislaw-
ski, a 1990 graduate of North
Dakota State University.

Paul Karelis, Aitkin, Minnesota, and
1985 graduate of University of
Minnesota, will assume Rolf
Malberg’s position at Worthington.
Paul has taught for five years at
Markeson, Wisconsin.

Kimball welcomes Ruth Bredael
from Green Bay, Wisconsin, to its
community. Ruth recieved her
degree in 1990 at University of
Wisconsin-River Falls.

Tim Wickstrom, a native
Californian, who completed his
teaching credential at the University
of Minnesota in 1991, accepted the
teaching position at Long Prairie.

A 1990 graduate of South Dakota
State University, Ken Thiesen, son of
agricultural educator, Leeland
Thiesen, will be teaching at Cedar
Mountain, Morgan, Minnesota.

Stars, continued from page one

Westrom, son of Dennis and
Rosanne Westrom of Elbow Lake.
Seventeen-year-old Torrey was rec-
ognized for his successes with his
custom baling and forage service,
which he owns with his father,
Dennis, and brother, Trevor. The
family business sells their product to
Canterbury Downs. Torrey’s agricul-
tural educator is Dion Harste, West
Central High School in Elbow Lake..

Torrey has been an active FFA
member. He won top honors in the
state agribusiness sales contest as a
sophomore, led two parliamentary
procedure teams, and served as
chapter officer for two years. He is
also recognized for his courage and
persistence in dealing with an
impairment of sight.

Congratulations Dennis and
Torrey. Everyone is proud of your
accomplishments and looks forward
to your future successes.

American FFA Degree
nominees announced

Dulcie Anderson, Buffalo Lake/
Hector; Paul Berning, Elk River;
Michael Busch, St. James; Chad
Christensen, Westbrook; Ryan
Erdmann, Barnsville; Larry Goelz,
Cedar Mountain; Jay Hanson, St.
Peter; Darin Hegland, Lanesboro;
Christine Henning, HLOL; Jeff
Hoffman, Sleepy Eye; Charles
Krause, Buffalo; Curtis Moldan and
Brian Polesky, Sleepy Eye; Roger
Reinert, Dawson/Boyd; Kip Thomas,
Houston; Brian Werk,
Herman/Norcross; Brain Van
Zomeren, Alexandria.

Congratulations to these suc-
cessful FFA members who have
demonstrated outstanding
entrepeneurship and leadership,
qualifying them for the most distin- ~
guished of the FFA degrees of mem-
bership.

Calendar of events

. andMarket Lemb
Shnw :

August 24 BMF&)IFFADa.\ry,
i _ MarketHogand
Sheep Show
State Fair FFA
_ Breeding, Swine,
SheepShow

s

August 26 FFAlivestock released
oo at2:00 pm.
State Fair FFA
Livestock, Dairy :
Judging and Tractor
Operator Competition

August 30

. National FFA Barrow
Show Judging
Compenhon entries
close :

August 31 '

Natmnal Barmw Show
: Judging Competition
Soptember 10.14 FFA Business,
 Industry, Education

. Visit.

September 10

September 17-18 PAS Fall Conference

September 22-23 Made for Excellence
Conference, Holiday
Inn, Willmar

September 24  Video Conference,
: *Together We Can”

September 24 MCCEA‘meeﬁng
November 1 FFA dues submitted to
: state office

November 8-10 National FFA
Convention, Kansas

City, Missouri.





