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Nelson Announced Minnesota FFA Star Farmer 
Receiving highest honors at the 88th Minnesota FFA Convention  

 
MINNEAPOLIS (April 24, 2017) The Minnesota FFA Association named Karla Nelson the 2017 
Minnesota FFA Star Farmer. Nelson, a Pipestone Area FFA member, received one of the 
association’s highest honors at the annual awards ceremony held on Monday, April 24.   
 
For three years, Nelson has been renting and farming her own land as her supervised 
agricultural experience (SAE). Currently, she is farming 44.8 acres of corn and soybeans. She 
also has two acres of sweet corn. She sells the sweet corn at a local street corner stand, 
grocery store and farmer’s market. Nelson manages all aspects of growing a crop, everything 
from planting and harvesting to spraying and selling.  
 
“Being a crop farmer's daughter, I have always had a love for farming,” said Karla Nelson, 2017 
Star Farmer. “After college, I would love to become an agronomist, working with and helping 
farmers. Later in life, if it works out, I plan to come back to the family farm to help my dad.” 
 
Nelson has gained many valuable skills, including equipment maintenance, record keeping and 
marketing grain. She will apply the knowledge and skills to her future education and career. 
Nelson will graduate in May 2017 and plans to study agronomy at South Dakota State 
University.  
 
In a supervised agricultural experience (SAE) program, students apply what they are learning in 
the classroom. A student designs a program to gain hands-on experience and develop skills in 
agricultural career areas that interest them. Students are supervised by agricultural education 
teachers in cooperation with parents, employers and other adults who assist them in the 
development and achievement of their educational and career goals. The Pipestone FFA 
chapter is led by agricultural education teachers and advisors Brian Boomgaarden and Amy 
Konradi.  
 
Each year, 16 state finalists — four in each category — vie for the association’s top awards: 
Star Farmer, Star in Agribusiness, Star in Production Placement and Star in Agriscience. These 
awards honor students who have developed outstanding agricultural skills through their SAE 

mailto:jtolosky@umn.edu


 

and earned the state degree. The Minnesota FFA Degree recognition programs are sponsored 
by AgStar Financial Services as a special project of the Minnesota FFA Foundation. 
 
Visit mnffa.org for more details about the 88th Minnesota FFA convention. Follow along on 
social media or watch the general sessions mnffafoundation.org/livestreaming. 

 
### 

 
About Minnesota FFA 
The FFA mission is to make a positive difference in the lives of students by developing their 
potential for premier leadership, personal growth and career success through agricultural 
education. More than 25,000 students in Minnesota are enrolled in agricultural education 
classes. Students who have taken three or more classes in career and technical education, 
including agricultural education have a graduation rate of 98.7 percent. Visit www.mnffa.org for 
more information. 
 
 
 
 


